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January 5, 2012               
Dear Counselor:

P.E.A.R.L.S., Inc., the charitable arm of Nu Xi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is an acronym for Pursue Education And Really Learn Something. The foundation was organized exclusively for educational and charitable purposes, including exercising, promoting and protecting the privileges and interest of the residents of Middlesex and Somerset Counties.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is the nation’s first sorority established for women of color. The sorority, founded in 1908 at Howard University, has over a 103-year history of supporting programs in education, the arts, health care, science, and technology. The major focuses of the sorority continues to be scholarship, the education of our youth and service to our community.

The Diamond Foundation, Inc. is the philanthropic foundation of the New Brunswick Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. The primary purpose of the foundation is to provide educational opportunities to children in need.
P.E.A.R.L.S., Inc., in collaboration with Nu Xi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and the Diamond Foundation, Inc. of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. will be offering scholarships to high school seniors.

Enclosed are the guidelines and application for our “Maurice M. Williams Scholarship”, our “Constance Pizarro Community Service Leadership Award”, and our “Diamonds and Pearls Scholarship”.  The Maurice M. Williams Scholarship is geared to both male and female students, while the Diamonds and Pearls Scholarship is geared to only male students. The Constance Pizarro Community Service Leadership Award is geared to only female students with substantial community service.  We ask that you recommend students who meet the qualifications and instruct them to complete and return the application by Friday, February 20, 2012.  Qualified candidates will be invited for interviews during the months of March and April.
A scholarship certificate will be presented to the students during their senior award program. The actual scholarship funds will be sent upon proof of matriculation at a college or university.

Best Regards,








Debra Turner








Scholarship Chairman








Rita Butler Holliday







President

SCHOLARSHIP GUIDELINES

Criteria:

      Maurice M. Williams Scholarship

· Must be a resident of Somerset or Middlesex counties of New Jersey

· Must be an under-represented (minority) male or female student

· Must demonstrate financial need

· Should have served in a leadership capacity in school and/or within the community

· Should be a high school senior with plans to attend a two-year or four-year college or university

· Must be in good academic standing with a minimum 2.50 grade point average

· An official transcript must be submitted with the application

                  Constance Pizarro Community Service Leadership Award

· Must have GPA of 2.8 or higher
· Must have a minimum of 125 community service hours over 4 years of high school
· Must attend public school
· Must be African-American or Hispanic female
· Currently holds leadership position in at least one organization
· An official transcript must be submitted with the application
                  Diamonds & Pearls Scholarship

· Must be a minority male student

· Must demonstrate financial need

· Should have served in a leadership capacity in school and/or within the community

· Should be a high school senior with plans to attend a two-year or four-year college or university

· Must be in good academic standing with a minimum 2.50 grade point average

· An official transcript must be submitted with the application

Essay Requirement:

The essay must be typed and double-spaced.

Letters of Recommendation:

Two letters of recommendation must be submitted from members of the academic community or community/civic leaders. The letter of recommendation should be a brief statement describing the student’s character and motivation toward success.

Photograph:  

Please supply a recent wallet size photograph with your application
Deadline:

The application, transcript, essay, and letters of recommendation must be postmarked by

February 20, 2011. Please insure you have enclosed the following items:

· Scholarship application (please check scholarship for which you are applying)

· Official high school transcript with GPA and Class Rank

· Wallet size photograph

· Essay

· Parents’/Guardians’ W-2 form

· 2 letters of recommendation

Mail these items to:                    Debra Turner, Scholarship Chairman

    Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

                                                    P.E.A.R.L.S., Inc.
                                                    31 Revere Road

                                                    Piscataway, NJ 08854

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION


              Maurice M. Williams Scholarship                                                Diamonds & Pearls Scholarship 
 Constance Pizarro Community Service Leadership Award
PART I.  Personal Data

Name:

HomeAddress:_______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                         

        ______________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                             

Email Address:______________________________________________________________________

Contact Numbers:  Home:                                                              Cell:                                   

Date of Birth:

Ethnicity (optional) 

Name of Parent(s) or

Guardian:

Number of siblings living at home:

Number of siblings in college (excluding self):

Highest level of education obtained by:

Father: 
Elementary 

High School 


College 
Graduate

Mother: 
Elementary 

High School 


College 
Graduate

Guardian: 
Elementary 

High School 


College 
Graduate

Sibling: 
Elementary 

High School 


College 
Graduate



Sibling: 
Elementary 

High School 


College 
Graduate

(Please add additional siblings if necessary)

**Annual estimated family income: $

Estimated personal contribution towards your education: $

Estimated family contribution towards your education: $

Estimated contribution from other sources: $

**Please attach your parents’/guardians’ W-2 form for proof of income.

PART II.  EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Name of High School:_________________________________________________________________

Address of High School:

Date of Graduation:

GPA:                              Class Rank:                          SAT Score:                                 ACT Score

List the colleges to which you have applied:

List the college(s) to which you have been accepted:

PART III.  EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

High School (clubs, organizations, athletic activities, offices held, etc.):

Community Service (organizations, community activities, church, etc.):

Work Experience:

PART IV.   ESSAY

Please explain the following:

· State three goals you plan to reach in the next 5 to 10 years

· What support systems will you incorporate into your plan that will help you achieve your goals?

Note: Essay should be typed and double-spaced.
